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Alsager Music & Arts : Summer Festival Poetry Competition 2013 

Alsager Music & Arts invite entries on the theme of ‘Books’ for its 2013 Poetry Competition. 
Winners will be announced by Roger McGough during a reading at St Mary’s Church, 
Crewe Road, Alsager at 7.30pm on Friday 28th June. 
 
Theme: BOOKS 
 
Prizes:  
Adult (18+)  First prize  £100 
Cash prizes Second prize  £50 
  Third prize £25 
 
Junior (14-18) First prize £30 book token 

Second     £20 book token 
Third         £10 book token 

 
Prize-winners in both categories will be invited free of charge to the Roger McGough ‘As Far As I 
Know’ reading at St Mary Magdalene’s Church, Alsager at 7.30pm on Friday 28

th
 June. 

 
If prize winners have purchased tickets for this event they will be reimbursed in full. 
 
Prizes will be handed out in person or forwarded by post in case of absence. 
 
Entry fee: 
Adult entrants (18+) £3 for first poem and £2 for any additional poems submitted. 
Junior entrants (14-18) £2 for first poem and £1 for any additional poems submitted 
 
Payment can be made by cash or cheque either over the counter at Alsager Library or by 
post to:  
 
Poetry Competition, Alsager Library, Sandbach Road North, Alsager ST7 2QH 
 
Cheques to be made payable to ‘Alsager Partnership’. 
 
Entry deadline: By 7pm Friday 10th May 2013 

Roger McGough ‘As Far As I Know’ 
 
Britain’s best-known poet, Roger McGough will be reading at St Mary Magdalene’s Church, 
Alsager at 7.30pm on Friday 28th June.  
 
Ticket prices: 
Adult (18+) £13  
Junior (14-18) £7  
 
Box Office: Tel: 01270 375325 

Tickets will be available across the counter at Alsager Library or from St Mary’s Church. 
Or send payment and stamped, self-addressed envelope marked ‘Roger McGough Tickets’ to 
Alsager Library.  
 
Please make cheques for Roger McGough tickets payable to: ‘Cheshire East Council’. 
 
Competition prize-winners will be invited free of charge or reimbursed if they have purchased tickets. 
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COMPETITION RULES 
 
Eligibility:  
The competition is open to UK or Irish residents of any nationality and poems must be in 
English. 
 
Poems must be the sole work of entrants and by submitting you are confirming that the work 
is your own. Any evidence to the contrary will result in immediate disqualification. 
 
All poems entered must not previously been published, broadcast or reproduced online or 
shortlisted (1st, 2nd, 3rd or runner-up) in any other competitions. 
 
We cannot accept poems submitted posthumously. 
 
Entry Format:  
The theme for this year is BOOKS. You can interpret this in any way you wish and poems 
can be submitted in any form – rhymed, unrhymed, free-verse or in an established form such 
as the sonnet, villanelle, ballad, haiku, tanka or sestina etc. 
 
Poems must be up to a maximum of 42 lines in length. There is no minimum length. The title 
of the poem and spaces between text/stanzas will not be counted in the length. 
 
All entries must be in English and either typed, word-processed or hand-written on a single-
side of paper with any subsequent pages securely fastened by a staple. Please use plain or 
lined paper but not coloured paper. If word-processing your entry please use a standard font 
such as Times, Arial or Calibri rather than decorative or complicated typefaces. 
 
Each poem submitted must be typed, written or printed on a separate sheet. Please use 
single-spacing if typing or word-processing. 
 
Please do not enter your name or address on the sheet bearing the poem but use a 
separate sheet listing your name, the title/s of poems submitted and address, contact 
telephone number and email address if you have one. 
 
Entries must show no identifying marks other than the title. 
 
Please supply a self-addressed, stamped envelope so we can notify you of results and the 
judges’ report.  All short-listed winners will be notified by letter, phone or email. 
 
You may not amend your entries or make substitute entries once you have submitted your 
work for the competition. If entrants wish to amend or correct entries they must withdraw 
them then resubmit with payment of the entry fee. We are unable to enter into 
correspondence or discussion about amendments. 
 
We regret that we are unable to return entries. Please keep a copy. 
 
Postal Entries 
Please submit your entries to:  

Poetry Competition:  
Alsager Library,  
Sandbach Road North, Alsager, ST7 2QH 
 
Please enclose a cheque for payment (payable to ‘Alsager Partnership’) and both a self-
addressed stamped envelope (for the results and judges’ reports) and self-addressed 
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stamped postcard if you require acknowledgement. Please ensure sufficient postage to 
cover the cost and to ensure that submissions arrive before the deadline. 
 
Over the Counter 
You can hand in your entries at Alsager Library with the appropriate payment and a self-
addressed, stamped envelope before 7pm on Friday 10th May 2013. 
 
Queries: Tel: 01270 375325 
 
Judging 
Judging is fair and unbiased. All entries will be read by an experienced competition judge 
who is a published, prize-winning poet in their own right. A shortlist of 20 poems from each 
category – Junior and Adult – will be passed on to Roger McGough who will select the first, 
second and third prizes.  
 
The judge’s decision is final and we cannot enter into discussion or correspondence about 
entries or provide specific individual feedback. There will be a judges’ report which will 
summarise the range and key features of the entries. 
 
Prizes will be awarded by Roger McGough at the reading at St Mary’s Church, Alsager on 
Friday 28th June or forwarded by post if prize-winners are unable to attend. 
 
Tickets for Roger McGough reading 
These are available from Alsager Library either over the counter or by post to: 
 
 Alsager Library, Sandbach Road North, Alsager, ST7 2QH 
 
Over 18s: £13 
4 -18s: £7. 
 
Please make cheques payable to ‘Cheshire East Council.’  
 
Box Office Tel: 01270 375325 
 
Copyright 
Copyright will remain with the author but Alsager Music & Arts reserve the unrestricted right 
to publish winning or short-listed entries in any format. 
 
General 
The competition is organised for the Alsager Partnership by Alsager Music & Arts, a team of 
independent volunteers. All proceeds will go towards the cost of the competition and other 
Alsager Arts Festival events. 
 
 
 
 


